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The spirit of the men is shown by the following
letter, which the Indian officers asked me to send
to the 117th Mahrattas in captivity :
After greetings. " Our reason for writing is that
we wish to tell you that we cannot find words to
express our pride in the manner in which you have
served the Government on the field of battle for the
last year and a half. Nor indeed could our paper
hold it all. For this reason all Mahrattas admire
you greatly. We have been trying hard to meet
you since January, but owing to certain difficulties
we took a little too long over it. You must not think
of this. All of us, of all classes, with no thought of
our own lives, will by God's grace meet you as soon
as possible. We shall not sleep till we have seen
you again. We are all agreed on this. Meanwhile
you must eat and drink and get strong. God will
grant us a meeting soon. To all our friends and to
all British officers, Indian officers, non-commissioned
officers and brave soldiers we send best greetings/'
The Turks had promised to deliver one letter for
each prisoner of war if written in French and left
open, but I cannot discover that this letter was ever
received by those for whom it was intended.
Soon after the fall of Kut, I was appointed
Assistant Political Officer, Basrah, and again found
myself in Basrah City, where I had been before I
was sent to the Shaiba Bund, When Sir Percy
Cox sent for me and told me that he wanted me to
take over this post I asked at once that I might be
allowed to set myself "up in Basrah City, two miles
up the creek, and not live and work, as my prede-
cessor had done, in the Headquarters Office at
Ashar, on the banks of the Shatt al Arab, My
reason for this was that I was afraid my style might